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Docent Talk

At a young age, Clara Barton learned the value of nursing. She was only 11 years old
when her brother took a fall and she nursed him back to health. She learned how to use
leeches, a medical technique of the time, to heal him. Here you can see a leech in a jar to
represent what a child did just to help someone in need.

As a young woman, Clara tried many jobs but she only felt needed and important when
she was helping people out. During the civil war, women were not permitted on the

-battlefield. Clara was required to have a pass from an officer or even the president to go

reach out and help the wounded soldiers. This is a pass to the battlefield from Colonel
Daniel Pucker.

Even on the warfront, Barton wore a dress and apron such as this to be properly and
appropriately clothed as it was disrespectful for her to wear anything other than that.

Clara Barton was not the only women involved with the civil war. Many other females
volunteered as nurses and other helpers. Some even fought as men or became spies. This
pictorial shows some of these women.

While on the battlefield, Barton distributed this army soup. Though not much more than
stale biscuits and water, it did its job of providing comfort to those in need. Not only did
she use this soupy water to help the soldiers but she also showed compassion towards
them and was there when they needed someone most.

Miss Barton was faced with the harsh realities of war when she sleeplessly walked the
battlefields day and night. This pictorial shows the death and illness that plagued our
nation’s men at war. '

- President Lincoln gave Clara the task of finding and identifying missing soldiers,

prisoners of war, and dead men after the war. This is a letter from Clara Barton to a
family informing them of their loved one’s death.

After successfully completing her task, Barton took a visit to Europe and was of aid there
during war. Here, she was introduced to the International Red Cross and the Treaty of
Geneva that came with it. The emblem of the group was a symbol that would also be
adopted by the American organization to represent the presence of help and aid. Thisis a
Red Cross armband. This type of band was worn by Clara Barton and other volunteers in
Europe.

For the American Red Cross to be recognized by the U.S. Congress as an international
treaty and organization, Clara created this pamphlet. This helped officially establish the
American Red Cross.

.



Later in Clara Barton’s life, she helped others develop the original first aid kits. They
didn’t have much more than splints, bandages, and the ingredients for a mustard plaster
but it started a revolutionary idea that is still used today.

Clara Barton may be long gone but her helpful spirit still reigns through her
accomplishments and the aid, willingness, and compassion she showed the American
people.



